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SUBJECT : TRANSCRIPT OF BEIJING PRESS CONFERENCE OF 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENCE CEAS FREEMAN OK NOVEMBER 
2, 19»3 
<TKXT> 

1. CEAS rBEEMAH, ASSIETAKT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR 
IHRISS INR INFORMATION SUPPORT SYSTEM 



I 



UHCLAS BSIJHIC 03955€ 



I 
I 
t 



JGIEN2Y 13 RoV ^ r 2 ' 

— ■ — 1 

} .'micuia beijing 039556 J 
l_ — ■ 

REGIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS, GAVE ON-TflI ; RECOGD PJ^fl 

conference ra the program room of usie BEIJIHO AT THE 

CotSuflS OF HIS VISIT TO BEIJING ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 

Z'. 1 AMERICAM MEDIA PRESENT INCLUDED ABC, AP, ^TIMORH 
HUH, CNhTcBS, FAR XASTERfl ECONOMIC WTCE^ JOURNAL OF 
COMMERCE, HEW YORK TIMES, DPI, VQA, WASHINGTON IE03I, 
SoTtoU. CHINESE PRESS INCLUDED REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
SSsS HERS AGZHCY, PEOPLE'S DAILY, «^ ™^ » *»> 
GUANGHING DAILY . AMONG THE BONG KONG PRESS HERB THE 
COUTH CHINA MORNING rOM, ATV ECHO KONG BOKO WW 
COMMERCIAL RADIO, BONO MNC *VB HEWS ^* ^.gS^ 
TV, AND RTflK. TAIWAN' £ CHINA NEWS AGENCY ALSO SENT A 

^^RD^cSStRY PRESS INCLUDED REUTERS, BBC, 
rRXHCS-PRESSE, AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORP., F^ANCIAL 
TIMES, CPA, PTI, ANSA, KYODO, SANKEI SHIMBUN, YOHIORI 
SHIMBUN, 1UIX, JTJI PRESS, MAINICHI SHIMBUN, ASAHI 
SHIMBUN TOKYO SHIMBUH, NIKON KEISAI EHIKBOT, ^ 
nAOTELSBLAD, TASS, AND LUSA {PORTUGUESE NEWS AGENCY) . 

(BEGIN TRANSCRIPT) 
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OH CLASSIFIED 
PAGE 03 BEJJIH 39556 00 OF 04 0211322 

AMBASSADOR FREEMAN t THANK YOU, I AM SORRY TO BE LATE . 
I HAVE BEES BUSY CLEARING REPORTING CABLES FROM THE 
VERY BUSY SCHEDULE I'VE TZVT HERS. 

kT^SHgUeHh THE DELEGATION, SOME OF WHW ARE BZRE 
AND SOME OF WHO* ARE HOT, AND I HAD A SERIES OF VERY 
PRODUCTIVE MEETINGS WITS THE VICE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL 
STAFF, LT. GENERAL XU HOIK. I ALSO HAD A HEETIHSWMH 
VICE FOREIGN MINISTER LIU HUAQIU BEFORE HE LEFT FOR THE 
UNITED STATES THIS MORNING, AND I HAD AMEETIHGWXTH 
LT. GENERAL BOAT OOOHO, WHO 15 CHARGE OF DEFENSE 
CONVERSION, YESTERDAY. THIS HORNING, AS YOT KKOH I 
MET WITH DEFENSE MINISTER GENERAL CHI HAOTIAN AND WITH 
POLITBURO STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBER AND VICE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CEilTRAL MH.I TARY COMMISSION GENERAL LIU HOAQING 
THESE MEETINGS WERE AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS OH 
COMMON SECURITY CONCERNS AND IN PARTICULAR OH EACH 
OTHER'S IDEAS ON EOT! TO IMPROVE U.S. -CHINA MILITARY 
Tim .AT IONS WITH A SPECIFIC FOCUS OH THE SUBJECTS CT 
5SotSih?Sd tS CONCEPT OF COOPERATION » DEFEHDE 
CO^ERSION, WHICH 18 AH AREA WHERE CHINA HA3PLAYEDA 
PEERING ROLE AND WHERE WE HAVE MUCH TO LEARN FROM 

?*wa?aS?aBLE ( I SHOULD SAY, TO SPEAK FRANKLY AND 
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onutcriiY to the people's liberation army about some or 
the fr03lbm3 in our bilateral relationship, 
finally, to disc03sed a number of modest initiatives 
for military dialogue and exchanges betheem us. i 
uk classified 

unclassified 
pacs 04 beijxh 39556 00 of 04 021132s 

might add that these exchanges and this dialogue are 
all designed to promote mutual understanding and trust 
bo that the two hilxtarikb cam contribute both to 
improving ocr bilateral relations and to prosojtihg 
peace amd stability in a number ot trouble spots ik the 

WORLD. 

CO THIS IS BASICALLY A SUMMARY OF THB ACTIVITIES IN 
tmicn I'VE BEEN ENGAGED. MY TIKE IS SHORT, BUT I'D BE 
HAFPX TO TAKE QUEST ICR 3. 

Ql I'M PAT TYLER 07 TBS NEW YORK TIMES. GOOD TO SEE 
TOO. 

FREEMAN I MICE TO SEE YOU. 

Qj there HAS BEEN SOME CONCERN OR EXPRESSION OF 
CONCERN AHD SOME REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON THAT THERE IS , 
CONCERN UJ THE ADMINISTRATION THAT THE LEADERSHIP Of ' 
THE PLA IS DEMONIZING THE DNITED STATES, (AHD) REGARDS 
THE UNITED STATES MILITARY AS ITS ENEMY. TO HEAT 
EXTENT DID TOO ADDRESS THE TWO, AHD WHAT IS YOUR 
ANALYSIS OT THE ATTITUDES IN THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP 
MOW? 

FREEMANi I FOUND THE PLA MILITARY LEADERSHIP VERY OPEN 
TO THE IDEA Or RESUMING EXCHANGES AND ENGAGING IN A 
RANGE OF ACTIVITIES IN THE AREAS I HAVE MENTIONED - - 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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BASICALLY, PEACEKEEPING AND DEFENSE CONVERSION. AT THE 
SAME TIKE, I THINK IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAI FOCR AND A 
HALF YEARS OT NOT A COMPLETE HALT EN THE DIALOGUE BUT 
CERTAINLY A CONSTRICTION OF IT HAVE TAKEN THEIR TOLL IN 
TERMS OT MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, NOT ONLY ON THE CHINESE 
SIDE BUT ON OCR OWN SIDE. AND I THINK THAT IT IS OUST 
A MATTER OF LOGIC THAT IT YOU DON'T HAVE CONTACT AND 
DIALOGUE, IT'S EASY TO BE UNAWARE OF THE OTHER SIDE'S 
VIEWPOINT AND TO MISINTERPRET THAT VIEWPOINT 03 

occASioa. ra other words, ignorance can breed 

SUSPICION AND DISTRUST, BUT I CERTAINLY DIDN'T BEHS2 

ANYTHING BUT A WARM RECEPTION FROM THOSE I SPOKE WITH. "* 
Q: COULD YOU ELABORATE MORE ON THE INITIATIVES YOU 
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DEALT TTITfl REGARD ISO MILITARY EXCHANGES AND DIALOGUE, 
AMD WHAT COAT OT VISITS HE ARE GOING TO USE ZU THE NEAR 
FUTURE? 

FREEMAN I WELL, THE DETAILS ARE STILL UNDER DISCUSSIOU. 
I SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT IT WASN'T MY PURPOSE IN COMING 
HERE UJ WHAT KAS ESSENTIALLY A DM AND A HALF OT 
MEETINGS TO TR.Y TO PORK OCT TUB DETAILS Or X PROGRAM OF 
EXCHANGES OR OTHER ACTIVITIES. KS DID DI3CU33 SOME 
SUGGESTIONS, BUT THEY WILL HAVE TO BE WORKED OCT III 
NORMAL CHANNELS THROUGH THE DEFENSE ATTACHE HERE AND 
THE CHINESE DEFENSE ATTACHE III WASHINGTOU; CO I AM 
REALLY MOT IN A POSITION TO GET INTO THE SPECIFICS, 
EXCEPT TO SAY THAT WHAT MX ARE TALKING ABOUT IS A 
FAIRLY WOO EST PROGRAM OF RECIPROCAL VISITS, 
DISCOSSIOilE, FOCUSED ON PROFESSIONALIEATICW, OH 
PEACEKEEPING. 

UN CLASSIFIED 
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AND IN THE LATTER AREA, I KOULD STRESS IN PARTICULAR 
THE VERY FINE PERFORMANCE KHICH CHINA TURNED IN IN j 
CAMBODIA, WHICH REMINDED US OF SOMETHING IMPORTANT, ' 
NAMELY, AS A PERMANENT MEMBER OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
KITH A VERY LARGE STANDING ARMY, CHINA IS VERY LIKELY 
TO PARTICIPATE IN FUTURE 'PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS 
ALONGSIDE THE UNITED STATES . IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WHEN 
THE PLA AND THE U.S. ARMED FORCES ARE TOGETHER, THAT 
THEY KNOTT HOT? TO COMMUNICATE, HOW TO COOPERATE. AND SO 
WE'RE GOING TO LOOK TOGETHER AT SOWS WAYS OF DOING SOME 
PREPARATORY TORE FOR THIS KIND OF COOPERATION UNDER UN 
AUSPICES IN THE FUTURE. 

Q: AMY TIANANMEN SANCTIONS E5ING LIFTED NOK7 ARE 
THERE ANY SANCTIONS ON SALES BEING LIFTED HOW? ARE WE 
OUST NOT TALKING ABOUT A RESUMPTION OF EXCHANGES AND 
DIALOGUE? 

FREEMAN: NO, THERE'S NO CHANCE IN THE SITUATION WITH 
REGARD TO SANCTIONS AT PRESENT. BUT NHAT WE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT IS EXACTLY WHAT I SAID. I MIGHT ADD THAT 
OBVIOUSLY THE WORLD HAS CHANGED A GREAT DEAL SINCE 
1989. THE BERLIN MALL HAS FALLEN, THE SOVIET UNION IS 
WO HO RE. TIE HAVE A VERY CORDIAL RELATIONSHIP NOW WITH 
THE RUSSIAN ARMED FORCES. 

CHINA AS YOU KNOW BETTER THAN I, LIVING HERE, HAS 
CHANGED A GREAT DEAL SINCE 1989 TOO. IN FACT, COMING 
BACK HERE AFTER AM ABSENCE O? NINE YEARS ONE IS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ABSOLUTELY STARTLED BY THE CHANGES WHICH AM TAKING 
PLACE. SO IT ISN'T APFROPRXATX TO THINK IB TERMS OF 
GOING BACK TO THE SORT OF RELATIONSHIP TOE GAD FROM THE 
EARLY 1980' 5 THROUGH 1089. AMD WE'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT 
THAT. 

Qr I THINK YOU SAID YOO SPOKE FRANKLY WITH TBJEH ABOUT 
THE PROBLEMS HI THE MILITARY RELATIONSHIP. 
SPECIFICALLY, COULD YOU CHAAACTXRIEB YOUR DISCUSSIONS 
Oil PROLIFERATION, AHD WAS THERE ANY CHANGE JtJ TEE 
CHINESE POSITION THAT THEY DIDN'T CELL THE M-ll TO 
PAKISTAN? 

FREEMAN t HELL, WE DID DISCUSS A NUMBER 07 ISSUES. 
INCLUDING THE H-ll, AND IT IS MY HOPE THAT THOSE 
DIBCU33I0NS WILL PAVE THE WAY FOR 03 TO POT THAT ISSUE 
BEHIND US, BUT I CANNOT REPORT THAT THAT WAS ACHIEVED 
DURING MY VISIT . IT HILL REQUIRE 1SORE WORK IN THE 
FUTURE BY BOTH SIDES. 

Ot MAY I HAVE A FOLLOW-UP OH THAT? WHAT WOULD PAVE 
THE WAY rOR THEM TO POT THAT ISSUE BEHIND THEM? WAS 
THERE SOME SPECIFIC COMMITMENT THAI THE CHINES 
E WILL 

ADHERE MORE TO THE MTCR SO THAI THE U.S. COULD LIFT THE* 
SANCTIONS THAT ARE BOW IN PLACE? 

FREEMAN i THERE ARE A VARIETY OF WAYS IN WHICH THIS 
ISSUE COULD BE RESOLVED, AND I AM NOT GOING TO GET INTO 
SPECIFICS . BUT I'D SIMPLY SAY THAT WE ARE BOTH AWARE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT IT IS A SERIOUS ISSUE. IT'S VERY CLEAR THAT THE 
CHINESE THEMSELVES TAKE THE ISSUE OF PROLIFERATION 
SERIOUSLY. I THINX THAT THEY MAKE A VERY CONVTNCINO 
CASE THAT, AS THEY FREQUENTLY SAY, THEY NEED A STABLE 
AND PEACEFUL INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT, ESPECIALLY OH 
THEIR BORDERS, IN ORDER TO PURSUE THEIR OWN NATIONAL 
OBJECTIVES. SO, I THINK IN BROAD TERMS THERE IS 
UNDERSTANDING. THERE ARE SPECIFIC ISSUES, OF WHICH THE 
H-ll IS ONE, Or COURSE, AND ALL I CAN SAY IS THAT WE • 
HOPE TO WORK KITH THE CHINESE, WE HOPE THEY WILL WORK 
KITH US, TO FIND A WAY OF RESOLVING THE QUESTIONS WHICH 
HAVE ARISEN. 

01 COULD YOU TELL US WHAT BEARING DOES CHINA'S NON- 
SROLLFERATICW POLICY HAVE WHEN IT CCHE3 TO CONSIDERING 

MFN STATUS7 * 
FREEMAN: WELL, I THINK CHINESE BEHAVIOR OH A RANGE OF 
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issues 13 teiched as rs consider different aspects ct 
oca relationship, including mth. 

i ttill both that china over she last several years has 
adhered rirst to the kpt and then to the conventions 
acainst chemical warfare . xt 10 a signatory ct the 
convention asaxnst biological k.ware. vert clearly, 
chinese thinking cci these i3sues has uovzd a xoijc kay 
frcm were it has soue years ago and it is huch closer 
to ocr ohk thinking, amd that xs a hatter 02" some 
satisfaction to os. 

i think that it lays a basis for cooperation ik this 
unclassified 
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AREA. AND THAT COOPERATION CAN ONLY HAVE A BENEFICIAL 
AFFECT OtJ THE OVERALL RELATIONSHIP. 
Q: DID THE CHINESE RAISE AT ALL THE QUESTION OF 
RENEWING ARMS PURCHASES FROM THE UNITED STATES? 
FREEHAN: HO. 

Ql DID TOO DISCUSS WITH CHINESE COUNTERPARTS THE 
SITUATION in RUSSIA AND THE INFLUENCE Or THE BITOATICN , 
UP OH THE REGION? 

FREEMAN: THE SUBJECT DID COME UP/ BUT NOT AS A MAJOR * 
TOPIC Or THE DISCOSSIOM. I THINK THAT BOTH OF US ARE 
CONCERNED ABOOT THE POSSIBILITY OF INSTABILITY IN 
RUSSIA AND ADJACENT AREAS WHICH WOULD AFFECT THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS OF CHINA A3 HELL AS THE 
UNITED STATES . BUT THE DISCUSSION SIMPLY WASN'T 
DETAILED, NOR WAS THAT A FOCUS OF OUR TALKS . IF IT 
CAME UP, (IT HAS) ESSENTIALLY IN PASSING. 
Q: A LOT Or CHINA'S NEIGHBORS HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERNS 
ABOOT THE INCREASES IN THE CHINESE MILITARY BUDGET. 
DOES THE UNITED STATES SHARE THESE CONCERNS, AND IF BO, 
DID TOO CONVEY THOSE TO THE CHINESE WHILE YOU WERE 
HERE? 

rREEHAN: I THINK ONE THING THAT WE DID DISCUSS WHICH 
WAS DIRECTLY ON THIS POINT, ALTHOUGH NOT EXACTLY IN THE 
TERMS THAT YOU PUT IT, IS THAT BOTH OF US ARE IN THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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BUSINESS AT PRESENT OF RESTRUCTURING AND MODERNIZING 
OCR DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS AND OOR MILITARIES „ in OUR 
CASE, IT HAPPENS THAT HE DO NOT BELIEVE ANYMORE THAT 

OUR GLOBAL ROLE INVOLVES A POSSIBILITY OF A WORLD WAR, * 
AND THEREFORE TIE ARE DRAMATICALLY DONN-SIZINC BOTH OOR 
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defense upending- and the sizz of ar>dzd roRCcs. and i 

BAD HOPED TO tXPLAUT TO THE CHINESE MORE TO DETAIL VJHAI 
tIS WERE DOING. FRANKLY TIME DID NOT PERMIT, BOT I TtAS 
ABLE TO GIVE THEM SOME H3IEPIKC MATERIAL OH THIS. 

z Tanac roR our part rcz would like to understand more 

ABOOT THE DIRECT I OCI CT CHINESE MILITARY PLANNING—WHAT 

icho ox core structure the Chinese plan, not because 

VZ REGARD CHINA AS A THREAT, BUT BECAUSE VE REGARD 
CHINA AO AH IMPORTANT FACTOR DI WORLD POLITICS AND THE 
SECURITY OT THIS REGION, A3 A POTENTIAL PARTNER IN MANY 
RATS, AM) KE WOULD SIMPLY LIKE TO UNDERSTAND KORE ABOOT 
BOTH TEE UETHODOLOGT BY WHICH THE CHINESE MAKE PLANKING 
DECISIONS XH THIS AREA AMD THE DIRECTION OF THEIR 
DEFENSE EVOLUTION. AND IT IS MY HOPE THAI THE 
EXCHANGES AND DIALOGUE TO HHICH I REFERRED WILL ENABLE 
OS TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

Qt DID THE OFFICIALS YOO MET THESE TEN DAYS EXPRESS 
THEIR ANGER OH THE SALES OF WEAPONS TO TAIWAN FP.OM THE 
U.S.? 

EEMANi IN THE COURSE CT THE DISCUSSIONS THE CHINESE 
DID MAKE CLEAR THEIR CONCERN ABOUT THE LEVEL OT U.S. | 
ARMS SALES TO TAIWAN IN THE RECENT PAST. SO THAT ISSUER 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MAS RAISED BY THEM, BUT I SHOULD SAY THAT TEAT TOO IS 
WOT A FOCUS OF THE DISCUSSIONS. I WAS NOT HERE TO 
ADDRESS THAT ISSUE, AND MY CHINESE HOSTS GRACEFULLY 
REGISTERED THEIR CONCERN BUT DID NOT SEEK TO ENGAGE IN 
AH EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION OF THAT ISSUE. 
{END OX TRANSCRIPT) 
DAKS 
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